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IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please AMEND the claims and ADD new claims in accordance with the following: 

1 . (currently amended) An information searching apparatus for searching location 
reformation that represents the location of content information which is concerned with a 
keyword transmitted from a user's terminal apparatus, comprising: 

a cr e ating un i t cr e ating a database for storing/location information of 
which is about prescribed content information of wh i ch th e l ocation that exists on 
the network and is unpublished on the network : and 

a searching unit fe^searching for the location information by referring to the 
database only w hen searching for the location based an fe^a keyword that is transmitted from 
i nput to a s e arch k e yword input fi el d of a pr e d e t e rm i ned w e b pag e brows e d with th e _ a user's 
terminal apparatus browsing a specific web page containing a search keyword input field to 
which the keyword is input and is input in the search keyword input field . 

2. (original) The information searchinc/apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein the content informatiqn whose location information is unpublished is 
award entry information. 

3. (original) The information searching apparatus as set forth in claim 2, 

wherein the web page contains a keyword with which the location information of 
the award entry information is obtained as a search result of said searching unit. 

4. (original) The information searching apparatus as set forth in claim 3, 

wherein when a plurality of records of the location information are obtained as the 
search result corresponding to the keyword, said searching unit outputs rankings corresponding 
to the correlation of content information represented by the location information and the 
keyword, and 

wherein the ^ward entry information is highly correlated with the keyword 
contained in the web page 



5. (original) The information searching apparatus as set forth in claim 4, 
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wherein the award entry information contains an/input field in which the keyword 
is input and is described in HTML (HyperText Markup Language), and 

wherein the award entry information is highly correlated with the keyword 
contained in the web page in such a manner that the keyword is contained in a portion defined in 
a META tag described in HTML. 

6. (original) The information searching apparauWas set forth in claim 2, 

wherein the web page contains an award entry keyword, 

wherein the award entry information is a /veb page containing an award keyword 
input field in which the entry keyword is input, and 

wherein the apparatus further comprise 

determining unit determining whether or not the award entry has been performed 
by inputting the entry keyword in the entry keyword input field. 

7. (original) The information searching apparatus as set forth in claim 3, further 
comprising / 

a search entry summing unit sumrming the number of entries for each keyword 
that have been input in the search keyword inaLit field and searched by said searching unit. 

8. (currently amended) An information server, connected to a network, for transmitting 
stored information to the network, comprising: 

a search keyword input page transmitting unit transmitting a web page to a user's 
terminal apparatus, the web page containing a search keyword input field in which a keyword is 
input, the keyword causing an information searching apparatus to search for location information 
representing the location of content in/ormation on the network where information exists 
containing a keyword transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus, based on the keyword : and 

a location unpublished information transmitting unit transmitting cont e nt 
unpublished location information, of which the location on the network of which is unpublished 
the location information representing which the information searching apparatus can search for 
only by inputting a keyword to search the keyword input field of the web page browsed on the 
user's terminal apparatus, to thfe user's terminal apparatus in response to a request issued by 
the user's terminal apparatus / to tho user's term i na l apparatus corr e spond i ng to a r e qu e st 
i ssu e d by tho us e r's t e rm i na/apparatus, wh e n a k e yword i s i nput to tho s e arch keyword i nput 
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fio l d of the wob page browsed on th e us e r's t e rm i na l apparatus, th e k e yword causing th e 
i nformat i on s e arching apparatus to s e arch th e l ocation i nformation of th e content i nformation of 
wh i ch th e l ocat i on on th e n e twork is unpub l ish e d . / 

9. (original) The information server as set forth in claim 8, 

wherein the content information whose location is unpublished is award entry 
information, / 

wherein an award entry keyword appears on the web page, 

wherein the content information transmitted from said location unpublished 
information transmitting unit contains a web page containing an entry keyword input field in 
which the entry keyword is input, and / 

wherein the information server further comprises 

an accepting unit determining whettter or not an award entry keyword that has 
been input in the entry keyword input field is the same as a search keyword that has appeared 
on a web page containing a search keyword inpiA field and accepting an award entry when they 
are the same when the award entry is transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus through the 
network. / 

10. (original) The information server as set forth in claim 9, 

wherein said keyword input page transmitting unit changes the entry keyword 
whenever said keyword input page transmitting unit transmits a web page containing the search 
keyword input field. / 

11 . (currently amended) A user's terminal apparatus, connected to a network, 
comprising: / 

a web page browsing unfit browsing a web page containing a search keyword 
input field in which a keyword is input/the keyword causing an information searching apparatus 
to search location information representing the location of content information of wh i ch th e 
l ocation on th e n e twork i s unpublishr e d the location on the network where information exists 
containing a keyword transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus and on which the location 
information of content information/ the locations on the network is unpublished, can be searched 
for, only based on a keyword input to the search key input field ; and 

a search keywora transmitting unit transmitting the keyword A that has been input 
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in the search keyword input fields to the information searching afpparatus. 

12. (original) The user's terminal apparatus as set fonth in claim 11, 

wherein the content information whose locatiop is unpublished is award entry 

information, 

wherein an award entry keyword appears on jfhe web page, and 
wherein the user's terminal apparatus further comprises: 
an entry keyword transmitting unit transmitting the keyword that has been input in 
the entry keyword input field to the network. 

13. (original) An information searching apparatus for searching location information that 
represents the location of content information which is/concerned with a keyword transmitted 
from a user's terminal apparatus, comprising: 

storing ereatifta means for creat i ng a databas e for storing location information of 
pred e term i n e d cont e nt informat i on of wh i ch th e locat i on on tho network io unpub l ishod which is 
about prescribed content information that exists or/ the network and is unpublished on the 
network ; and 

searching means for searching thfe databas e for a k e yword that is input to a 
s e arch k e yword i nput fi e ld of a pr e d e t e rmined w e b pag e brows e d w i th th e us e r's t e rm i na l 
apparatus for the location information by referring to the database only when searching for the 
location based on a keyword that is transmitted f rom a user's terminal apparatus browsing a 
specific web page containing a search kewyord input field to which the keyword is input and is 
input in the search keyword input field . 

14. (currently amended) An info/mation server, connected to a network, for transmitting 
stored information to the network, comprising: 

search keyword input page transmitting means for transmitting a web page to a 
user's terminal apparatus, the web page containing a search keyword input field in which a 
keyword is input, the keyword causing an information searching apparatus to search location 
information representing the location of content information on the network where information 
exists containing a keyword transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus, based on the 
keyword : and 

location unpublished information transmitting means for transmitt i ng content information, 
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of wh i ch tho locat i on on th e n e twork is unpublished, to tho us ei ^t e rm i na l apparatus 
correspond i ng to a r e qu e st issued by th e us e r's term i na l apparatus, wh e n a k e yword is input to 
th e s e arch k e yword input fi e ld of th e w e b pag e brows e d on tho user's t e rm i na l apparatus, th e 
keyword caus i ng th e information s e arch i ng apparatus to s e arch th e locat i on i nformat i on of th e 
cont e nt i nformat i on of wh i ch tho l ocat i on on th e n e twork i s unpub l ish e d transmitting unpublished 
location information, the location on the network of which isfljnpublished the location information 
representing which the information searching apparatus can search for only by inputting a 
keyword to search the keyword input field of the web page browsed on the user's terminal 
apparatus, to the user's terminal apparatus in response jo a reguest issued by the user's 
terminal apparatus 



15. (currently amended) A user's terminal apparatus, connected to a network, 
comprising: 

web page browsing means for browsing a web page containing a search keyword 
input field in which a keyword is input, the keywo/d causing an information searching apparatus 
to search location information representing the location of content information of wh i ch th e 
locat i on on th e n e twork i s unpub li sh e d the location on the network where information exists 
containing a keyword transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus and on which the location 
information of content information, the locations on the network is unpublished, can be searched 
for, only based on a keyword input to the search key input field ; and 

search keyword transmitting means for transmitting the keyword that has been 
input in the search keyword input field tathe information searching apparatus. 



16. (currently amended) An information searching method for searching location 
information that represents the location of content information wh i ch i s concorn e d w i th on a 
network where exists information containing a keyword transmitted from a user's terminal 
apparatus, comprising: 

obtaining a kevwo/d that is transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus 
browsing a specific web page containing a search keyword input field to which the keyword is 
input cr e at i ng a databas e for star i ng l ocat i on information of pr e d e t e rm i n e d content i nformation of 
wh i ch th e l ocat i on on tho n e twork i s unpub li sh e d ; and 

making a search by referring to a database storing location information which is 
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about prescribed content information that exists on the network ana is unpublished on the 
network, only when searching for the location information, based on the keyword input to the 
search keyword input field soarch i ng th e databas e for a keyword tpat is input to a s e arch 
keyword input fi el d of a pr e d e t e rmin e d web pag e brows e d w i th tn e us e r's t e rm i na l apparatus . 



17. (currently amended) A computer readable storing/medium for storing an information 
searching program that causes a computer to perform a control operation for searching location 
information that represents the location of content information wh i ch i s conc e rn e d with on a 
network where exists information containing a keyword transmitted from a user's terminal 
apparatus, the information searching program comprising 

d i rect i ng the comput e r to cr e at e a databas e forystor i ng l ocation i nformation of 
pr e d e t e rm i n e d cont e nt informat i on of which th e l ocat i on on th e n e twork is unpub li sh e d; and 

d i r e ct i ng th e comput e r to s e arch the database for a k e yword that i s input to a s e arch 
k e yword i nput fi el d of a pr e d e t e rm i n e d wob pag e brows e d with th e us e r's t e rm i na l apparatus 

obtaining a keyword that is transmitted fro/i the user's terminal apparatus browsing a 
specific web page containing a search keyword /nput field to which the keyword is input; and 

making a search by referring to a database storing location information which is about 

prescribed content information that exists on tne network and is unpublished on the network, 
only when searching for the location informyion, based on the keyword input to the search 
keyword input field 



18. (currently amended) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave and 
representing an information searching program that causes a computer to perform a controlling 
operation for searching location information that represents the location of content information 
wh i ch is conc e rn e d w i th on a network where exists information containing - a keyword transmitted 
from a user's terminal apparatusJihe information searching program comprising: 

d i r e ct i ng th e comput e r to cr e at e a databas e for stor i ng l ocat i on i nformat i on of 
pr e d e t e rmin e d cont e nt i nformat i on of which th e locat i on on th e n e twork i s unpub li sh e d; and 

d i rect i ng th e comput e r to s e arch th e databas e for a keyword that i s i nput to a s e arch 
k e yword i nput fi el d of a pr e d e t e rm i n e d wob pag e brows e d w i th th e us e r's t e rm i na l apparatus 

obtaining a keyword that is transmitted from the user's terminal apparatus browsing a 
specific web page containing a search keyword input field to which the keyword is input; and 
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making a search by referring to a database storing location information which is about 
prescribed content information that exists on the network aria is unpublished on the network, 
only when searching for the location information, based on Ahe keyword input to the search 
keyword input field . / 

19. (new) An information searching apparatus far searching for location information that 
represents location on a network where information containing a keyword transmitted from a 
user's terminal apparatus, based on the keyword, comprising: 

a regular search service index database storing a keyword contained in content 
information that is published on the network, in connection with location information representing 
location on the network where the published content information exists; 

a promotion index database storing a keywora contained in content information, the 
location on the network of which is unpublished, in connection with location information 
representing the location on the network where the unpublished content information exists; and 

a searching unit searching for the local ion information referring to the regular search 
service index database and promotion index database when searching for location information, 
based on a keyword transmitted from the user's/terminal apparatus browsing a specific web 
page, and searching for the location information referring to the regular service index database 
when searching for location information, based on other keywords. 

20. (new) The information searching apparatus according to claim 19, wherein 
said specific web page is a form for/award entry, and 

said searching unit making the search based on a keyword input to an award entry 
keyword input field provided on the specific web page. 

21. (new) A search method, comprising: 

receiving a search request including keyword and a source identifier; 

determining whether the source identifier corresponds to a search page for searching 
unpublished network accessible pages; 

searching a published page index using the keyword when the source identifier does not 
correspond to the search page for searching unpublished network accessible pages; and 

searching an unpublished page index and the published page index when the source 
identifier corresponds to the search page for searching unpublished network accessible pages. 



8 



Serial No.: 09/788,491 



22. (new) A search method, comprising: 
receiving a search request including keyword and a source identifier; 
determining whether the source identifier corresponds to a search page for searching 
unpublished network accessible pages; and 

searching an unpublishedypage index and the published page index when the source 
identifier corresponds to the search page for searching unpublished network accessible pages. 



